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Symptom Characteristics of Highly Ambivalent Patients with Schizophrenia

Jeong Ho Seok, MD'?, Woo Taek Jeon, MD, PhD'?, Ji Soo Hong, MD?, Yu Jin Lee, MD?,
Jong Hee Jeon, MAZ, Suk Kyoon An, MD, PhD?, Jae—Jin Kim, MD, PhD*? and Hong Shick Lee, MD, PhD*

Department of Psychiatry,' Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Institute of Behavioral Science in Medicine,
Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Objectives : The purpose of this study was to find the difference of the level of ambivalence between patients with schizophrenia
and normal controls, and relationship between the level of ambivalence and other clinical characteristics in patients with schizo-
phrenia.

Methods : 50 patients with schizophrenia and 50 normal controls were recruited. We compared the ambivalence score between
two groups using the Korean version of Schizotypal ambivalence scale. We measured positive and negative symptom scale score,
Beck depression inventory score and investigated duration, subtypes of schizophrenia. The patients were divided into two groups
according to ambivalence scale score and the clinical symptoms were compared between the highly ambivalent and the less
ambivalent group.

Results : Ambivalence scale score in the patient group was higher than those of the control group. The highly ambivalent group
showed significantly greater positive symptom score than less ambivalent group. However, no significant differences in other
symptoms including depressive symptom were found.

Conclusions : This study supports the hypothesis that ambivalence may be the primary symptom of schizophrenia not associated
with depressive symptom. And also, this study suggests that ambivalence may be associated with positive symptom. (Schizophrenia
Clinics 2004;7:73-80)
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Table 1. Socioepidemiologic data and Schizotypal ambivalence
scale score

Healthy controls Schizophrenia x 2/t p

Sex (M/F) 30/20 29/21 0.000 1.000
Age (year) 30.1 + 9.2 29.5 + 68 0.346 .730
Education (year) 13.4 + 1.6 13.0 = 1.6 1.099 .274
KSAS' 4.98+ 3.82 7.62+ 430 3.246* .002

*0 p<0.05, T KSASO sum of the Korean Schizotypal Ambivalence
Scale
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Table 2. Clinical characteristics of patients with schizophrenia
according to ambivalence scale score

Clinical Group

profile KSAS< 5 (n=18) KSAS= 10 (n=18) P
PANSS-P* 16.22+ 6.22 20.78+ 5.46 2.336 .026
PANSS-N 18.17+ 5.60 21.33+ 6.94 1.507 141
PANSS-G 34.39+ 10.62 41.83+ 14.77 1.736 .092
BDI 10.31+  6.61 13.60+ 7.95 1.142 265
Age (year) 293 + 6.6 264 + 5.8 —1.401 .170
EDU_Y (yean) 132 + 1.8 125 + 1.1 —1.307 .201
D_ILL (month)  65.1 + 44.4 72.4 + 46.2 0.489 .628

*O p<0.05, KSASO sum of the Korean Schizotypal Ambivalence
Scale, BDIO Beck depression inventory, PANSS_PO sum of positive
symptom domain of PANSS, PANSS-NO sum of negative symptom
domain of PANSS, PANSS-GO sum of general psychopathology
domain of PANSS, EDU_YO education year, D_ILLO duration of
iliness

Table 3. Relationship between the ambivalence and the clinical characteristics

KSAS AGE D_ILL PANSS-P PANSS-N PANSS-G BDI
(n=100) (n=100) (n=50) (n=50) (n=50) (n=50) (n=38)
KSAS 1 —0.237* -0.014 0.249 0.178 0.156 0.25
(n=100) . 0.018 0.926 0.082 0.216 0.278 0.13
AGE —0.237* 1 0.612" 0.005 —0.162 -0.132 0.056
(n=100) 0.018 . <0.001 0.970 0.262 0.362 0.736
D_ILL -0.014 0.612" 1 —0.089 0.086 —0.037 0.144
(n=50) 0.926 <0.001 . 0.541 0.552 0.801 0.388
PANSS-P 0.249 0.005 —0.089 1 0.275 0.678" 0.217
(n=50) 0.082 0.97 0.541 . 0.053 <0.001 0.191
PANSS-N 0.178 —0.162 0.086 0.275 1 0.584" 0.16
(n=50) 0.216 0.262 0.552 0.053 . <0.001 0.338
PANSS-G 0.156 -0.132 —0.037 0.678" 0.584" 1 0.067
(n=50) 0.278 0.362 0.801 <0.001 <0.001 . 0.689
BDI 0.250 0.056 0.144 0.217 0.16 0.067 1
(n=38) 0.130 0.736 0.388 0.191 0.338 0.689 .

*0 p<0.05, T O p<0.01, KSASO sum of the Korean Schizotypal Ambivalence Scale, BDIO Beck depression inventory, PANSS_PO sum of
positive symptom domain of PANSS, PANSS-NO sum of negatfive symptom domain of PANSS, PANSS-GO sum of general psychopa-
thology domain of PANSS, EDU_YO education year, D_ILLO duration of illness
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Table 4. Frequency of positive response of each schizotypal am-
bivalence scale questionnaire

No. Control (n=50) Schizophrenia (n=50) X 2 p
1* 10 (20.0) 20 (40.0) 3.857 .050
2 7 (14.0) 12 (24.0) 1.040 .308
3 13 (26.0) 19 (38.0) 1.149 .284
4 13 (26.0) 20 (40.0) 1.628 .202
5 21 (42.0) 22 (44.9) 0.008 .930
6 8 (16.0) 15 (30.0) 0.154 153
7 26 (52.0) 27 (54.0) 0.000 1.000
8* 12 (24.0) 23 (46.0) 4.396 .036
9 12 (24.0) 20 (40.0) 2.252 133

10 22 (44.0) 24 (48.0) 0.040 .841

11 16 (32.0) 16 (32.0) 0.000 1.000

12* 5(10.0) 16 (32.0) 6.028 .014

13 11 (22.0) 17 (34.0) 1.240 265

14 9 (18.0) 16 (32.0) 1.920 166

15 12 (24.0) 16 (32.7) 0.537 464

16* 9 (18.0) 23 (46.0) 7.767 .005

17 20 (40.0) 20 (40.0) 0.000 1.000

18* 6 (12.0) 16 (32.0) 4.720 .030

19* 17 (34.0) 28 (56.0) 4.040 .044

*0 p<0.05, Numbers in parentheses means percentage of en-
dorsement
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