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Chorea as an Initial Manifestation of Polycythemia Vera

Ji Eun Lee, MD, Hae-Won Shin, MD, Young H. Sohn, MD, PhD

Department of Neurology and Brain Research Institute, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Chorea is a rare complication of polycythemia vera (PV]). We report a 58-year-old woman with acute onset chorea
without structural lesion in the basal ganglia. The physical and laboratory findings were compatible with the
diagnosis of PV. After repeated phlebotomies her chorea was improved. PV should be considered as one of the
possible etiologies of chorea, as early diagnosis is important to lead to the effective treatment and prevention of
complications. Journal of Movement Disorders 1(2):82-85, 2008
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Figure 1. Detection of % JAK2'*"" mutation by PCR-RFLP (restriction fragment length polymorphism). In each
control, left lane shows pre — BsaX1 digestion and right lane shows post — BsaX1 digestion. Representative or
undetectable data from control 3, 4, and heterozygous positive data from control 1, 2, 5, 6. Patient sample shows
an obvious undigested band that suggested the presence of 100% JAK2'*""-homozygous Granulocyte DNA.

Figure 2. Bone marrow biopsy. (A) Grade 1 myelofibrosis (Reticulin stain, x12). (B) 60% cellularity, normal M/E ratio, full
maturation of erythroid and myeloid series, and adequate number of megakaryocytes (Reticulin stain, x400).
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