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Fig. 1. Panoramic radiographic image

Fig. 2. Periapical radiographic image
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- ABSTRACT -

Osteomyelitis involved in Mandibular Condyle

Ju-Hyun Park, D.D.S., Jeong-Seung Kwon, D.D.S.,M.S.D., Hyung-Joon Ahn, D.D.S.M.S.D.,Ph.D.,
Seong-Taek Kim, D.D.S.M.S.D.,Ph.D., Jong-Hoon Choi, D.D.S.,M.S.D.,Ph.D.

Department of Oral Medicine, College of Dentistry, Yonsei University

Osteomyelitis is considered an inflammatory condition of bone that usually begins as an infection of the medullary

cavity and quickly extends to periosteum of the area.

Early acute osteomyelitis of the mandible is usually characterized by deep, intense pain, high intermittent fever,

paresthesia or anesthesia of the lower lip and a clearly identifiable cause. If the disease is not controlled or inadequately

treated after onset, acute osteomyelitis progresses to a chronic form. The diagnosis of mandibular osteomyelitis rests

on processing for identification of microbiologic isolates and on imaging studies to determine the extent of disease.

Mandibular osteomyelitis often is associated with involvement of the masticator space and can exhibit symtoms similar
to temporomandibular disorder including orofacial pain and limited mouth opening. Advanced imaging modalities can be

helpful in obtaining a proper diagnosis.

Key words: Mandibular osteomyelitis, Mandibular condyle, Temporomandibular disorder
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